
 

 
 

 

Fordland R-III School District  
Education Ð An American Essential 

     Richard Spacek, Superintendent of Schools 
Judy Kindall, High School Principal Vanessa Criger, Middle School Principal Doug Crawford, 
Elementary Principal Phone 767-4555             Phone 767-4554                Phone 767-2307  
                                                                                                                             DECEMBER 2011 

Board Candidate Filing: 
P U B L I C  N O T I C E  O F   

E L E C T I O N 
Notice is hereby given to the 
qualified voters of the Fordland R-III 
School District, Webster County, 
State of Missouri, that the annual 
school election will be held on 
Tuesday, April 3, 2012, to elect the 
following: 
 

Two (2) members of the Board of 
Education ÐThree-year terms. 

 
Persons desiring to be a candidate for 
these offices are required to file their 
intentions at the SuperintendentÕs 
Office during office hours listed 
below between December 13, 2011 
and until 5:00 p.m. on January 17, 
2012. 

School SuperintendentÕs Office 
hours: Regular office hours Monday 
Ð Friday 8:00 a.m. Ð 4:00 p.m. 
Special Office Hours 
December 21 Open 8:00a.m.-12:00 
p.m. 
December 22-January 3          Closed 
January 16   Closed 
January 18 Open 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 
p.m. 
*There may be days filing will not 
occur because weather is to 
dangerous for office personal to 
travel. 
 
Interested candidates must appear in 
person to file in the Office of the 
Superintendent at Fordland Middle 
School. 
 

According to Senate Bill 380, all 
individuals elected to a local board of 
education must successfully complete 
16 hours of approved orientation and 
training within one (1) year of the 
election date. 
 
Done by Order of the Fordland Board 
of Education on November 17, 2011 
Robert Brooks, Secretary 
Fordland Board of Education 
 
Elementary News: 
Winter is here and along with it 
comes occasional early school 
closings.  Please help us get your 
child/children home safe by making 
sure the information card you filled 
out at the beginning of school is 
correct.  If there are changes, please 
call the school or come by to update 
information.   Also, keep us informed 
as soon as possible when there are 
changes in telephone numbers, home 
mailing addresses, work numbers, 
etc. 

Reminder to Parents: Due to 
supervision and safety reasons 
students are not to arrive at school 
before 8:00 a.m. Teachers are busy 
running off papers and preparing for 
the day and may not be in their 
classrooms.  We appreciate your 
cooperation in this matter.  If your 
child is going to be absent please call 
the secretary to let her know.  
 

Happy holidays 
from the Fordland 
R-III School                           
Faculty and 
Staff!  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Fordland Middle School Career 
Day was held recently.  The 6th Ð 8th 
grade students seemed to enjoy each 
and every career that was 
represented.  Career Day began 
with Jeff Levering from the 
Springfield Cardinals sharing his 
experiences while working for the 
Cardinal organization.  He thrilled 
the kids with many fun facts and 
games that are used to entertained 
crowds at the ballpark.  Whitney 
Keith, the Community Outreach 
Coordinator at the Fordland Clinic 
educated students about her job and 
other jobs in the area of 
communications.  Jason Martin 
entertained and informed the 
students with insight into his career 
working at Cox Health Trauma.  
The students were very interested in 
hearing stories and seeing pictures 
of the importance of safety in our 
everyday life.  Doug and Mary 
Provance entertained students with 

Middle School 
 

 
 
Upcoming Middle School Band Schedule: 
December 3 Seymour Christmas Parade (7-12) Ð 5:30pm 
December 10 Band Booster Pancake Breakfast (6-12) Ð 8-10am 
December 10 Fordland Christmas Parade (7-12) Ð 1:00pm 
December 20 Christmas Concert (6-12) - 7:00pm/students arrive at 6:30pm 
January 13-15 UMKC Honor Band  
January 21 HS District Honor/Concert Band Rehearsal and Concert 8am-8pm 
March 3 Marshfield JH Band Festival (7-8) 
March 10 HS Summit Conference Band  
March 31 HS Solo/Small Ensemble District Festival 
April 13 Spring Fling (6-12) 
April 14 West Plains Band Festival (6) 
April 18 HS Large Ensemble Contest-Willard 
May 28 HS State Music Festival-Columbia 
May 18 HS Graduation Band Performance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Band News 
 

Caption describing picture or graphic.  
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Fordland Band  their hobby of developing stories with 
sound effects.  The students were 
encouraged to try out several frog 
sounds.  Vicki MacDonald and 
Brittany Vineyard from Ozarks 
Technical Community College (OTC) 
brought information to the students 
about attending OTC and the value of 
an education.  Melinda Vacey 
provided invaluable information to 
the students concerning personal 
safety.  FBLA students helping were:  
Payton Brown, Raymond Osborne, 
Jeff Rushing, Ali Sparks, Jarrett 
Vaughn, and Brittany Womack. At 
one station the students created a 
thank you card for the speakers.  To 
the speakers and FBLA membersÉA 
BIG thanks to you! 
  

If you or someone you know has an 
interesting career and would like to  
share it with the middle school 
students during the 2012 Career Day 
please contact Mrs. Walton at 767-
4554. 

 

 

 

Congrats to the 
following students: 
UMKC Honor Band
    
Abigail Hampton 
Kelsey Barton  
Ethan Grandel 
    
Ethan Fuchs  
  
Madison Feeback 
Shayna Matney 
 

 
 
HS Jazz Band 
Performances: 
Jan. 10, 12, 24 
Feb. 7, 17 
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The SUCCESS Award 
 
  The Guidance and Counseling Section 
in the Office of College and Career 
Readiness is pleased to present the 
SUCCESS Award for 2011 to Fordland 
Elementary and Middle Schools. The 
Principals are Doug Crawford and 
Vanessa Criger and the counselor is 
Toni Walton. This award is given to 
schools and /or districts that have 
applied for the award and have 
submitted documentation of their 
commitment to full implementation of a 
comprehensive guidance and counseling 
program that focuses on the academic, 
career and personal/social development 
of all students. Full implementation 
signifies that professional school 
counselors are spending as close to 
100% of their time as possible working 
within the framework of a 
comprehensive guidance and counseling 
program as established by The 
Department. 
 

 Full implementation further 
signifies that the program 
incorporates a results-based 
approach in the evaluation of 
its program using relevant 
student data to demonstrate the 
impact of guidance and 
counseling interventions on 
student outcomes.  
 
This award recognizes that the 
Fordland School District has 
demonstrated that commitment 
through board policy and the 
willingness to provide the 
resources that allow the school 
counselor to devote her time to 
implementing her 
comprehensive guidance and 
counseling program by 
working with students, parents, 
and faculty to promote the 
academic, career and 
personal/social development of 
all students.  
 

 

 
 
Drama Club: 
The Drama Club finished up 
its competitions on 
December 3rd at the 
Niangua Invitational Drama 
Tournament. Crystal 
Rayburn and Kayla Higgins 
made it to the finals. Crystal 
placed 5th in Dramatic 
Interpretation, and Kayla 
Higgins placed 5th in 
Humorous Interpretation. 
 
 Fordland FFA News  
 

 
Thank you for supporting 
our Mum Sales and annual 
Fruit Sale fundraiser this 
past fall. The sales helped 
fourteen members go to the 
American Royal in October 
and will help us in the rest 
of our activities this year. In 
the New Year, our 
Greenhand members will be 
going to the Greenhand 
Conference at MSU. We 
look forward to National 
FFA Week and hope to see 
many of our local farmers at 
the Farmers Breakfast on 
February 25th. In the spring 
we are hosting Ag Olympics 
and hope to have an 
enjoyable time with our 
Area 12 FFA Chapters.  
 

 
Fordland R-III Schools Access to Student Names and Addresses 
Administrative Rules and Procedures Legal Public Notice 
 
The Fordland R-III School District in conformance with the Family 
Educational Rights & Privacy Act (FERPA) declares the following as 
Òdirectory information.Ó  As provided in the act, this information 
concerning students may be made public: 

1. StudentÕs name, grade level 
2. Pictures 
3. Participation in officially recognized activities 
4. Weight and height of members of athletic teams 
5. Honors and award received 

This public notice is required by law before such information can be 
placed in yearbooks, student directories or other student publications. If 
any parent or legal guardian of a student does not want any of this 
information released without his or her consent, he or she may contact 
the principal of the school that the student attends before September 1 of 
each year. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FBLA  

FBLA had the opportunity to go National Fall Leadership Conference in 
Little Rock, AR.  Three kids took the opportunity and had a great time.  
While there we toured the Bill Clinton Presidential Library, Heifer 
International, River Market, Big Dam Bridge, and drove by Capitol.  We 
also attended several workshops and listened to two great motivational 
speakers.  The kids are eager to attend again next year. 
 
While there we made plans to help out with Rooting for Joplin where 
FBLA kids will have the opportunity to go to Joplin May 5th and plant 
trees.  If you would like to help us purchase trees for this great cause, 
please e-mail Mrs. Uchtman at suchtma@fordland.k12.mo.us. 

 

  The Fordland Eagles cross-country team ended this season with a strong 
finish, earning another Summit Conference boysÕ title and qualifying two all-
southwest Missouri team members to the State Cross-Country Championship 
meet. 

Fordland began the final weeks of this season by hosting their 9th annual 
ÒIron Mountain RunÓ home invitational.  This yearsÕ event saw 178 runners and 
a record 13 schools participate.  Class 2 State qualifier Strafford took 1st place 
team honors on the boysÕ side while this yearsÕ 2nd place finisher in class 2 (and 
defending state champion) Catholic won the girls race.  Fordland medalists 
included an 11th place  finish in the Varsity boysÕ race by Junior Josh Woods in 
19:06, a 13th place finish in the Varsity girlsÕ race by Senior Sarah Jackson in 
22:47, and a 7th place finish in the 1.5 mile Middle School girlsÕ race by 8th 
grader Paige Davis in 12:05.  

In the Conference race, FordlandÕs boysÕ team outscored 2nd place 
Norwood 25 to 30 to win their 2nd consecutive conference championship.  The 
boys were led by Josh Woods, who placed first in a time of 19:38.  Other all-
conference runners included Sophomore Dakota Willis in 3rd place, Junior Zack 
Irvin 6th, and Sophomore Cole Jackson in 8th.  Sarah Jackson took 2nd place 
individual honors in the girlsÕ race. 

Districts saw many of FordlandÕs runners end their season with a 
personal best and two qualify for state competition.  In the girlsÕ race, Senior 
Sarah Jackson placed 2nd in a time of 21:57, earning her way back to State.  The 
Fordland boys placed 4th overall of the 12 schools in attendance, led by State 
Qualifier Josh WoodsÕ run in 18:47.  Other Eagles results included Sophomore 
Cole Jackson in 19:44, Sophomore Dakota Willis in 20:13 and Junior Zach Irvin 
in 20:19 and Freshman Nate Hill in 22:05. 

At this yearsÕ MSHSAA State competition, Junior Josh Woods finished 
56th of 169 boys in a time of 19:13 on the challenging Jefferson City Oak Hills 
golf course.  Woods ran consistently on the difficult 3.1 mile course, working 
his way through the field, and passing 7 runners in the final mile of the race.  
This was Woods first season of cross-country.  Senior Sarah Jackson finished 
30th of 161 runners in a time of 22:59.  Jackson ran in medal contention for most 
of the race, crossing the 1 and 2-mile marks in 22nd and 21st spots, but lost 
ground at the beginning of the 3rd mile.  This was JacksonÕs best finish in four 
years of qualifying for the state race.  With their state performances, Jackson 
and Woods both earned class 1 all-Southwest Missouri cross-country individual 
honors, Jackson making 1st team on the girlsÕ side and Woods making honorable 
mention on the boysÕ side.   
 
 

Cross-Country Team 
 

High School 
 Our Family  

Address line 1  
Address line 2  
City, ST ZIP Code  
 
Phone:  
(242) 555 -0167  
 
Fax:  
(242) 555 -0168  
 
E- Mail:  
someone@example.com  

A favorite family phrase 
or slogan can go here. 
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Yearbook Sales 
Yearbook ordering is going 
on now.  If you order and 
pay by December 31st the 
yearbooks are $28.  They 
will be $30 after the first of 
the year.  You may go to 
Jostens.com and order 
online or you can turn an 
order form in to Mrs. 
Uchtman at the high 
school.  If you have any 
questions you can e-mail 
Mrs. Uchtman at 
suchtma@fordland.k12.mo.
us 
 
Student Council 
Student Council had a 
blood drive Nov. 8th; we 
collected 68 units of blood. 
Next blood drive, Feb. 29th, 
2012. 
 
Student Council collected 
468 cans of food at "Meet 
the Eagles". These were 
donated to the Seymour 
food pantry to help families 
in our community. 
 
Senior Night will be 
Tuesday Jan. 24th, 2012. 
Senior athletics and their 
parents will be honored 
during the game. 
 
Homecoming for Fordland 
High School is Friday Feb. 
17th, 2012. Following the 
game a dance will be held 
at the high school. 



District Calendar 
Jan 2 NO SCHOOL  

 2 thru 7 Girls Basketball @ Sparta Tournament  
  Boys Basketball @ Seymour Tournament  
 5 FFA @ Greenhand Conference  
 9 School Dismissed @ 12:30 pm  
 10 Boys Basketball home vs. Greenwood  
 12 Girls  Basketball home vs. Norwood  
 13 Boys Basketball @ Sparta  
  Band @ UMKC Honor Band  
 16 NO SCHOOL - Make-up Day # 1  
 17 Boys Basketball @ Walnut Grove  
 19 Girls Baskeball home vs. Crane  
  Boys Baskeball @ Bradleyville  
 21 District Band contest @ Evangel  
 23 School Dismissed @ 2:00 pm  
  Girls Basketball @ Seymour  
 24 Boys Basketball home vs. Hartville  
  Senior Athlete recognition night  
 25 ASVAB testing @ the High School for Juniors  
 30 Girls Basketball home vs. Conway  

Feb 2 Girls Basketball @ Hartville  
 3 Boys Basketball @ Seymour   
 6 School Dismissed @ 12:30 pm  
 7 Girls Basketball @ Clever  
  Boys Basketball home vs. Gainesville  
 9 Girls Basketball home vs. Mt. Grove  
  Boys Basketball @ Niangua  
 13 thru 18 Girls Basketball @ Seymour Tournament  
 14 Boys Basketball @ Clever  
 17 Boys Basketball home vs. Mansfield  
  HOMECOMING  
 20 NO SCHOOL - Make-up Day # 2  
 21 Boys Basketball @ Galena  
 23 Girls Basketball @ Mansfield  
 25 thru Mar 3 Baskeball Districts - TBA  
 27 School Dismissed @ 2:00 pm  
 29 Conference English Contest  
  CBCO Blood Drive @ High School Gym  

March 5 School Dismissed @ 12:30 pm  
 6 thru 9 Jordan Valley Dental Clinic @ the Elementary  
 7 Conference Science Contest @ Hartville  
 9 thru 11 Beta Convention in Branson  
 15 NO SCHOOL - Make-up Day # 5  
 16 NO SCHOOL - Make-up Day # 9  



 19 NO SCHOOL - Make-up Day # 8  
 22 FFA @ Crowder Aggie Days  
 26 School Dismissed @ 2:00 pm  
 31 Iron Mt. Softball Tournament @ Fordland  
  District Music contest @ Hollister  
  PROM  

 
 Closing 
 
Donna Jeanne and I want to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  
Regardless of how your family chooses to celebrate the Holidays we hope all is well with  
good health and good cheer. May times we forget to be thankful for what we have but we  
donÕt have to look very far to see those that are less fortunate. So this season I would  
like to challenge each one to keep an eye open to see the needs of others, and a heart  
willing to give. Most times it is not the price of the gift that touches the heart, but  
rather the thought. There is always someone you can help. 
 
As a superintendent I am called upon to make a lot of decisions. Some have little or no  
long term consequences others literally have the potential to change lives. For me the  
most difficult decisions that demand the most attention and thought, are those that deal  
with the safety of our children. In those situations where I must use the best available  
information and make a judgment call I always intend to error on the side of safety and  
caution for all. On those days the final decision must rest with the parent or guardian  
for each child. Your decision is always best for your childÕs safety. The school is still  
held accountable for the integrity of our educational process and according to the makeup 
policy the work missed on those days will have to be made up. I appreciate your  
support and over the years hope to gain your confidence. I would also like to encourage  
each parent to a make a special effort in bad weather is to make sure each student is  
dressed in adequate clothing and have access to shelter while waiting for the bus. If a  
bus has 40 stops and several students stay in the house until the bus arrives adding 1-2  
minutes for each stop the bus will be running 30-40 minutes late at the end of the route.  
This leaves children at the end of the route exposed to the weather for an extended  
period. So please make the effort and provide shelter for your children at their pickup. 
 
When necessary to close school I will do it as early as possible to help with families  
planning for child care. If at all possible, the decision to close school will be made  
before the 10:00 p.m. news. If a storm arrives later in the night or early morning I  
will make every effort to announce before 6:00 a.m. We will use Òschool reachÓ, major  
radio and television stations to inform everyone of the closing. Please remember the  
conditions that you see at 8:00 or 9:00 a.m. may not be the same that I saw at  
5:00a.m.when I had to make the call. 
 
We will do everything possible to keep your kids safe!!!! 
 
Rick Spacek 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       

 Contact Information  
 

Christy Crowe, PAT  
Parent Educator  

(417) 767-2307 ext. 205 
ccrowe@fordland.k12.mo.us  

 
Fordland Elementary  

Attn: Christy Crowe, PAT  
252 N Center Street  

Fordland, MO  65652  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         

Upcoming Events  

 
December 12th Ð 3rd Annual 

ÒTea PartyÓ 
10-11am 

 
January 9th- ÒA day with DadÓ 

10-11am 
This group meeting will be for the boys and their fathers!  

 
 

If you would like to be involved in the PAT program just call the school and ask for Christy. This is a great home 
visiting program and I would love to be a part of your childÕs education.  
Here are the benefits of being part of PAT: 

¥ Personal visits with a certified PAT parent educator 
¥ Group meetings about relevant topics and activities 
¥ Screening of overall development including: language, concepts, motor, social, hearing, vision, and 

health 
¥ Helps to link families with resources or other services that may be needed 

The Dolly Parton Imagination Library is another benefit to the PAT program. It is a free program for families with 
children ages 0-3 years of age. Your child will receive a free age appropriate book each month and it is delivered 
to your home!  They are wonderful books and the children get excited when they receive their new book for the 
month!   

If we had no winter, the spring would not be so pleasant: If 
we did not sometimes taste of adversity, prosperity would 

not be so welcome. 

 

http://www.parentsasteachers.org  

Dolly Parton Imagination 
Library  

http://www.dollysimaginationli
brary.com  

 
 

 
Thank you to all my fam ilies that 
support the Parents As Teachers 

program! I love working with each 
and everyone one of you and your 
children. I am truly thankful for my 
families and how you welcome me 

into your home!  
 

December 12th we will be having our 3rd 
Annual Tea Party. This is a group meeting 
that the girls and their mothers have enjoyed 
so much, so we want to continue this 
tradition. The girls will be using their 
manners, social skills, and fine motor skills. 
If your girl would like to come dressed up for 
this fun occasion, she may do so.  Or you 
may just come as you are. Either way itÕs 
going to be a fun time with the girls! 
 
January 9th we will be having our first group 
meeting with the boys and their dads! We 
will be doing different activities that boys 
enjoying doing with their dad.  Please come 
and have a great time with your son! 
 
 

 
The winter is fast approaching!  In case the school is 

cancelled due to weather, I also wonÕt be able to make our 
appointment.  When we return back to school, I will call you 

to reschedule.  
Thanks to my understanding families!!  

 


